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Synopsis

Of the more than one hundred experiments in communitarian living that proliferated in America
during the nineteenth century, the Untied Society of Believers in Christ's Second Appearing , whose
adherents are best known as "Shakers," is certainly one of the most interesting, successful, and
enduring. This book is a collection of furniture made by members of this remarkable American

religious sect.
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Customer Reviews

"Kassay, a skilled craftsman, draftsman, and photographer, spent ten years researching his book,
the most comprehensive study of the subject yet published."a *Americana”A significant contribution
to the serious and methodical study necessary to understand the place of this small but distinct
group of artifacts in the context of the nineteenth century. The book provides a set of accurate
photographs and measured drawings of Shaker furniture for both study and reproduction . . . [that]
are meticulous in their details and leave no room for error in reproduction. . . . . The book is an asset
for people who are attracted to things Shaker and especially those interested in reproducing Shaker
furniture for use in everyday life."a *Winterthurr Portfolio"The fullest and most elegant presentation
of Shaker furniture published to date."a «Choice"lIf you collect Shaker furniture, deal in it, or simply
admire it, drop whatever you are doing and go out and buy John Kassay’s The Book of Shaker
Furniture. It is undoubtedly going to become a classic in the literature about the Shakers and their

artifacts, holding a place with such pioneering studies as those of Edward Deming and Faith



Andrews and important modern studies such as that of Robert Meader."a <The Antiques
Journal"When John Kassay began recording Shaker furniture in photographs and measured
drawings more than ten years ago, he brought to his task patience, skill, and the sensitive attention
to detail that was characteristic of the best Shaker cabinet makers. It was worth the wait. The Book
of Shaker Furniture, which will become a standard reference work, is a tribute to his ability and to

his subject."a *Antiques

Of the more than one hundred experiments in communitarian living that proliferated in America
during the nineteenth century, the United Society of Believers in Christ’'s Second Appearing, whose
adherents are best known as 'Shakers, ’ is certainly one of the most interesting, successful, and
enduring. This book is a collection of furniture made by members of this remarkable American

religious sect.
This has to be one of the most informative and professionally done books on Shaker furniture. I've
seen this book over the years and I'm glad | finally acquired it...congratulations to the author for a

job well done!

| just enjoyed the information about Shaker furniture, a design style that appeals to me with its

uncomplicated line.

Put this together with Handberg’s books, this make a great start to a reference library on Shaker

furniture for those interested in reproducing or reinterpreting the form.

Replaced a coy | loaned and never received back. Although Kassay’s book has been surpassed by
Tim Riemen'’s, this one has masterful measured drawings and was THE book when published.
Unlike other early books on Shaker, this one is fully correct in its information.

They had it for a Great price . It was well packed. And the shipping was fast. Two thumbs up.

bests large print illustrated drawings of the furniture. best example i have seen of shaker original

pieces.good for reproductions for those who need the good instrucitons

| was really surprized by the detail information in this book. | will always go to this book to find out



more information in the future.
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